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SUBJECT: PHILIPPINE BASE NEGOTIATIONS 
REF: MANILA 9671 

1 . AS A RESULT OF YOUR MESSAGE, I HAVE REVIEWED WITH EA 
THE STATUS OF THE PHILIPPINE NEGOTIATIONS AND YOUR RE- 
QUESTS FOR INSTRUCTIONS. I UNDERSTAND AND SYMPATHIZE WITH 
YOUR FRUSTRATION OVER THE INEVITABLE DELAYS HERE IN GETTING 
OUT SUBSTANTIVE RESPONSES TO YOUR REQUESTS. AFTER MY 
REVIEW, INCLUDING DISCUSSION WITH DEFENSE, I AM CONVINCED 
THAT WE ARE WORKING AS HARD AS WE CAN TO BE RESPONSIVE. 
NEITHER HERE NOR IN DEFENSE IS THERE ANY DESIRE TO LET THE 
NEGOTIATIONS LAG OR TO ENGAGE IN ANY WISHFUL THINKING 
ABOUT LETTING THE PRESENT AGREEMENT CONTINUE AD INFINITUM. 
IF WE ARE TO MISS OUR TARGET COMPLETION DATES, WE, LIKE YOU, 
WANT IT TO BE CLEARLY BECAUSE OF PHILIPPINE NEGOTIATING 
INTRANSIGENCE NOT OUR INABILITY TO RESPOND PROMPTLY. 
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2. AT SAME TIME, THE PHILIPPINE POSITION TO DATE HAS NOT 
BEEN ENCOURAGING, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF OUR MUTUAL 
DESIRE TO REACH AN EARLY AGREEMENT. LIKE YOU, WE WANT A 
GOOD AGREEMENT FROM BOTH OUR OWN AND THE PHILIPPINE POINT 
OF VIEW. HOWEVER, WE DO NOT WANT THE FILIPINOS TO BELIEVE 
THAT WE WILL ENTER INTO AGREEMENT SIMPLY TO MEET A 

NEGOTIATING SCHEDULE. FURTHER, IT WILL NOT BE EASY HERE 
TO CONSIDER ANY MAJOR CHANGES IN OUR KEY SUBSTANTIVE 
POSITIONS UNTIL WE HAVE A CLEARER PICTURE OF THE HARD 
CORE OVERALL FILIPINO NEGOTIATING POSITION, PARTICULARLY 
REGARDING MONEY. 

3. AT THIS POINT, IT WOULD BE MOST USEFUL TO ME IF, IN 
NORMAL CHANNELS, YOU WOULD FORWARD YOUR VIEWS ON THE 
LIKELY NEGOTIATING SCENARIO FOR THE NEXT WEEKS. 

KISSINGER 
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